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into being along the .banks of the river the
huge iron foundries I that have given their
character to the towns. They are industrial
communities, with an industrial population,
and an industrial aspect. One would never
now deliberately pick out Pottstown as the
natural site for a great school, for there is
little in the town itself which suggests scho-
lastic quiet and the mellow atmosphere of
meditation. Yet upon the borders of the
town, by the adventure of Matthew Meigs'
purchase, the school which was to grow to
large importance established itself amid its
trees upon its hill.

In these first days, the school blended
quaintly an exceeding simplicity of physical
equipment and an elaborate old-fashioned
suggestion of the culture which its founder
wished it to inspire. The only building for
the work of the school at first was the square,
big-roomed residence itself, to which pres-
ently was added the brick addition to the east,
Back of the school was a large barn, with the
barnyard, the horses and cattle and farming
implements such as belonged to any other
country house; for the school at that time lay
beyond the limits of the town, and the open
country stretched pleasantly on every side but
one. A crude gymnasium, made out of part
of a stable, and containing nothing within itsof the first, to check the rejoicing of
